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REQUEST FOR EXTENS ION OF TIME UNDER 37 CFR 1.136( b) 

FOR FILING A REPLY BRIEF 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicants hereby petition that the period for filing a Reply Brief now set to expire 
on March 15, 2004, be extended for one month until April 15, 2004. 

The undersigned attorney reviewed the Examiner's Answer mailed on January 
15, 2004, and promptly reported it to the British attorney who instructs the undersigned 
attorney in the prosecution of this application. This reporting letter reported the 
Examiner's Answer and requested additional information for proceeding. 

On February 18, 2004, the undersigned attorney received an e-mail inquiry from 
the British Patent Attorney requesting additional information about the cost and relative 
merits of various ways to proceed with the prosecution of this application, including the 
possibility of filing a continuation or a continuation-in-part, and for evaluation by the 
applicants. 

These possibilities were considered and a determination has now been made by 
Applicants, who have advised the undersigned through the British patent agent that they 
wish to proceed with the preparation and filing of a Reply Brief in response to the issues 
raised in the Examiner's Answer. These instructions were just received today, March 
12.2004. 
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Appln, No: 09/737,922 

Extension Request dated: March 12, 2004 

Reply Brief due; March 1 5, 2004 

Applicants most respectfully submit that they have pursued the prosecution of 
this application in a diligent manner. The shortened period of response of two months 
has placed an additional burden on applicants. This is especially true in view of the 
numerous issues raised in the Examiner's Answer, the evaluation of how best to 
proceed, and the final determination by Applicants to proceed with a Reply Brief, 
additional time is needed to provide a thorough and well considered reply brief. 

It is believed that the above facts provide sufficient cause for a first extension of 
time and the one month request is a reasonable time specified and granting of the 
above is most respectfully requested and is in the interest of justice and fairness. 

The undersigned attorney would appreciate a telephone call either granting or 
denying this request as soon as possible or if additional information is needed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BACON & THOMAS, PLLC 



Richard E. Fichter 
Registration No. 26,382 

625 Slaters Lane, 4 th Fl. 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
Phone: (703) 683-0500 
Facsimile: (703) 683-1080 
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